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Urging the Government of Gabon to respect democratic principles during
the August 2016 presidential elections.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JuLy 12, 2016
Mr. Syrrn of New Jersey (for himself, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. ROYCE, and Mr.
MEEKS) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Urging the Government of Gabon to respect democratic

principles during the August 2016 presidential elections.

Whereas the United States has deep interests in the political
freedom, democratic stability, and regional leadership of

Gabon;

Whereas Gabon boasts a per capita income four times that
of most sub-Saharan African nations, but because of high
income inequality, a large proportion of the population

remains poor;

Whereas despite constrained political conditions, Gabon’s
small population, abundant natural resources, and con-
siderable foreign support have helped make it one of the

more stable African countries;
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Whereas Gabon gained independence from France in 1960
and Omar Bongo Ondimba became president in 1967, so-
lidifying the Gabonese Democratic Party (PDG) domi-

nance of power ever since;

Whereas Gabon adopted a constitution in 1991 that formal-
1zed a multiparty system and imposed a two-term presi-

dential term limit;

Whereas the constitution was amended to remove presidential

term limits in 2003;

Whereas President Omar Bongo Ondima died in June 2009
after more than 40 years in power, making him one of

Africa’s longest serving heads of state;

Whereas following the death of President Omar Bongo
Ondima, elections were hastily organized in August 2009
in which the son of the former president, Ali Bongo

Ondimba, was elected with 41 percent of the vote;

Whereas the legitimacy of the 2009 election results was
largely disputed by opposition parties and ecivil society,
and greatly increased political tensions in the country

since;

Whereas the Department of State reported that the 2009
elections were plagued with instances of destructive dem-
onstrations, human rights abuses, irregularities of voter
registration lists, improperly guarded polls, unfair censor-

ship of news coverage, and post-election violence;

Whereas Gabon is scheduled to hold presidential elections in
August 2016;

Whereas a free and fair election in Gabon holds regional sig-
nificance as an example for other African countries that

have elections scheduled in the near future;
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Whereas the citizens of Gabon have demonstrated their sup-
port for the democratic process and have actively partici-

pated in political parties and elections;

Whereas tensions in Gabon are growing from grievances
about the legal framework of elections, including respect
of the constitution and current laws, independence of in-
stitutions within the electoral system, terms limits, and
the lack of representation of civil society on election man-

agement bodies;

Whereas since the 2009 presidential election, some political
demonstrations have been met with tension and violence,
which have only been exacerbated by the lack of equal ac-
cess to public and private media by opposition parties

and civil society organizations;

Whereas certain innovative institutions in Gabon, such as the
National Council for Democracy (CND) and the office of
the Mediator of the Republic, can potentially play a posi-
tive role in fostering citizen participation in elections and

advance democratic principles; and

Whereas there is concern for misconduct in the upcoming
elections, including the mishandling of voter registration,
creating barriers to election day polling, and the integrity

of the election results: Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives—

2 (1) calls on the Gabonese Government to—

3 (A) hold orderly, peaceful, free, and fair
4 presidential elections in August 2016 in order
5 to ensure stability and long-term growth of
6 Gabon;
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(B) guarantee fair and open participation
of opposition parties; and
(C) guarantee the freedom of speech and
assembly of all Gabonese citizens;

(2) encourages continued -efforts toward the
consolidation of democracy through increased dia-
logue and concrete actions to address constitutional
and legal framework of electoral systems and sup-
ports Gabonese organizations that work to further
strengthen democratic processes;

(3) calls on the citizens of Gabon to fully and
peacefully participate in the presidential elections;
and

(4) calls on the United States and other inter-
national partners, especially electoral focused non-
covernmental organizations, to help create an envi-
ronment which facilitates open communication, guar-
antees free and fair elections, encourages voter par-
ticipation, and fosters a robust civil society.

O

*HRES 821 IH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-13T09:52:56-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




